
Joseph J. Bye Sr.
September 15, 1940 - February 4, 2025

Joseph J. Bye Sr., 84, a lifelong resident of Hadley, passed away
unexpectedly Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at home. 

 

Joe Sr. was born in Pittsburgh, PA on Sept 15, 1940. He was the son of the
late Tofila (Pelc) and John W. Bye. He grew up in Hatfield and was a graduate
of Smith Academy in 1958. He was a veteran of the United States Coast
Guard. Joe Sr was a lifelong tractor trailer driver and a proud member of the
Teamsters Local 404 for 40 years. He loved polka music and listening to the
local Sunday morning Polka Carousel radio show. He enjoyed going to
breakfast at the Stables and became quite the local celebrity. He loved going
to the UMASS Hockey games and also frequented the Polish Club in South
Deerfield. 

 

Joseph J. Bye Sr. was the beloved husband of the late Patricia Mary (Wanat)
Bye who died in October 2016. 

Joe Sr. leaves 3 loving children; Nancy A. McConkey with whom he shared a
special father/daughter bond. He let Nancy shake the house down with her
love of Rock ’n’ Roll music; her husband Shaun (Joe Sr’s affectionate
nickname for him was #1 son-in-law); Joseph Jr. with whom he visited every
MLB baseball park In the USA and Canada. They also had the privilege of
going to a Super Bowl game! 



John P. who got his work ethic and his love of a clean vehicle from Joe Sr.; his
wife Susan who was his personal barber. 

 

Joe Sr was the most loving and amazing grandfather. He loved them all to
beyond the beyond. Each child had a special nickname and handshake when
they were greeted and when they said goodbye. You could feel the happiness
and love for them. PFC James J. McConkey (Big Dog) predeceased his
grandfather in Dec 2017. Joe Sr. was so proud to attend his graduation from
Fort Benning; Marissa M. (McConkey) Alfieri and her husband Ryan with
whom he enjoyed going to Mohegan Sun and playing cards; Serena V.
McConkey who he loved spending time with on Castle Island; Jeffrey J.
McConkey, Joe Sr. loved going to see Jeff’s high school games. He was so
proud of his athletic skills and quiet intellect; Logan J. Bye and Spencer J.
Bye; every Saturday morning was the dump run and breakfast at the Stables.
He also loved watching their sports games and attending their band concerts;
Guy Alfieri his great step grandson who always looked up to Joe Sr. 

 Joe Sr. also leaves several sister and brother-in-law’s; and many nieces and
nephews. 

 

Calling hours will be on Sunday, February 9th, 2025, from 12-3 PM at the
DROZDAL FUNERAL HOME OF NORTHAMPTON. Funeral will be Monday,
February 10, 2025, from the Drozdal Funeral Home at 9 AM, followed by the
Mass at 10 AM at Most Holy Redeemer Church in Hadley. Burial with Military
Honors will follow in Holy Rosary Cemetery, Hadley. 

In lieu of flowers, donations made be made in Joe Sr.’s memory to Tunnels to
Towers - T2T.org 

 

Finally, as Joe Sr. would say “Have a Sparkling Day!” 
 

For more information, or to leave the family a personal condolence, please



visit Drozdalfuneralhome.com.



Previous Events

Calling Hours

FEB 9. 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Drozdal Funeral Home
120 Damon Rd.
Northampton, MA 01060

Funeral

FEB 10. 9:00 AM (ET)

Drozdal Funeral Home
120 Damon Rd.
Northampton, MA 01060
drozdalfh@aol.com
http://Drozdalfuneralhome.com

Funeral Mass

FEB 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Most Holy Redeemer Church
Russell St.
Hadley, MA 01035

Burial

FEB 10. 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Holy Rosary Cemetery
Huntington Rd.
Hadley, MA 01035
http://mhrhadley.org

mailto:drozdalfh@aol.com
http://drozdalfuneralhome.com/
http://mhrhadley.org/
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Tiana Finocchio - February 20, 2025 at 06:37 AM

JJ was the best. Real, honest, passionate, and a sincerely good
listener. I will always remember you even though I only knew you
briefly. Go Packers! God Bless  T

April Cornelius - February 09, 2025 at 09:03 PM

Another angel gained his wings… As a dear
friend of his granddaughter Serena, Joe Sr. or
“grandfather/grampy” she called him, was
always talked about in our conversations. Her
love for her grandfather was something I
found so special. It was clear that he was a funny, loving, light-
hearted, hockey loving kinda guy. Andddd not to mention a fellow
Polish like my own grandmother. My faith in God guides me to
believe that he is watching over us, and is truly at peace. Thank you
you for your military service Joe Sr., and thank you for being a good
man. You will be greatly missed here on Earth. Until we meet
again… xoxo

Deanna (Dee) Vermette - February 07, 2025 at 10:21 AM

My sympathy to all the Bye family. As an extended family member
to Susie I was able to meet Joe Senior at family gatherings at John
and Susan’s home. My first recollection of him was his eyes they
were filled with love and joy, happiness. He had very happy
welcoming eyes. And that certainly was his whole being of who he
was. I didn’t know him well I just know his time on earth he made a
lot of happy memories for his family and his friends.
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Pat Dagrosa - February 07, 2025 at 04:32 AM

We knew and served Pat and Joe at Jerry’s Place in South
Deerfield for many years. Your Dad/Grandpa was the nicest, most
generous man. You could tell he loved his wife, and his kids and
was especially proud of his grandkids. 
He was always a pleasure to serve as well as fun to see out and
about. Hold your memories close to your hearts . He was a special
guy!

Joe & Carol - February 06, 2025 at 04:25 PM

Joe & Carol purchased the Divine Peace Bouque
t for the family of Joseph J. Bye Sr..

Susan & Peter Alfieri - February 06, 2025 at 04:14 PM

Would like to give my condolences to the family. I only met Granfpa
Joe a couple of times. But have to say he definitely has a
personality. He can make you feel happy and laugh for sure with
such ease. He leaves you with a long lasting memory. So sad to
have to say goodby to such a fine man. You surely will be missed by
many. Love, The Alfieri’s
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